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An Oklahoma Property Tax

Amendment will appear on the
November 2012 ballot in the state of
Oklahoma as a legislatively-referred
constitutional amendment. The
measure would prevent annual
increases in property taxes in the state.
According to reports, there were two
House measures being considered in
2011 state legislative session, as well as
one Senate proposal. The measure that
will be on the ballot is HJR 1002,
which would put a 3 percent annual
cap on future property tax increases, if approved by voters.

A proposed Senate bill, SJR 5, was similar to HRJ 1002, in that it would

also place a 3 percent annual cap. The other measure, HJR 1001, would

put a permanent freeze on property tax levels for senior citizens who

exceeded 65 years of age. HJR 1001 was considered for the ballot, at

least not during 2011 state legislative session. The measure did not meet an April 14, 2011 deadline for

consideration. The measure could still be considered during 2012 session for ballot access. State

Representative David Dank was the sponsor of both House measures, while State Senator Jim Reynolds was

the sponsor of the Senate bill.[1][2][3]

Path to the ballot

The Oklahoma State Legislature can approve a proposed amendment by a majority vote. However, if the state

legislature wants the proposed amendment to be placed on a special election ballot, it has to approve the

amendment by a 2/3rds vote. The Oklahoma State Senate voted in favor of sending HJR 1002 to the ballot

with a vote of 26-19 during the week of April 11, 2011, sending it to the Oklahoma House of Representatives

for consideration. There, it was passed with a vote of 77-16 on April 20, 2011, therefore approving its ballot

access.

HJR 1001

On February 23, 2011, the House Rules Committee approved HJR 1001 with a vote of 12-1, and HJR 1002

with a vote of 11-2. The measures then headed to the full House for debate. On March 12, 2011, HJR 1001

was approved by the Oklahoma House of Representatives with a full vote of 82-13. The measure then headed

to the Oklahoma State Senate for a similar vote, however HJR 1001 did not meet a deadline to be considered

by the chamber. The measure can still be considered during 2012 legislative session. The Oklahoma State

Legislature can approve a proposed amendment by a majority vote in both chambers.[1][4]



By Al Ortiz

Ballot measure writer

Email (mailto:aortiz@ballotpedia.org) • Submit a link

Timeline

The following is a timeline of events surrounding the measure:

Event Date Developments

Approval
Apr. 11,

2011

Oklahoma State Senate voted 26 to 19 to approve the
measure.

Final

Approval

Apr. 20,

2011
House approved measure for ballot access, 77 to 16.

See also

2012 ballot measures
Oklahoma 2012 ballot measures

Articles

Oklahoma gets in on ballot measure action;
certifies property tax proposal

References

1. ! 1.0 1.1 The Oklahoman, "Oklahoma House panel

approves property tax restraints", February 24,

2011 (http://newsok.com/house-panel-approves-

bills-to-limit-property-tax-hikes/article/3543463)

2. ! Capitol Beat Ok, "Senator Jim Reynolds advances property tax limitation, S.J.R. 5", March 18, 2011

(http://www.capitolbeatok.com/CustomContentRetrieve.aspx?ID=3855295)

3. ! Tulsa World, "Property tax measure dies", April 16, 2011 (http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110416_16_A1_Alegis788666)

4. ! The Oklahoman, "Oklahoma House passes property tax freeze measure for seniors", March 16, 2011

(http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-passes-property-tax-freeze-measure-for-seniors/article/3548746)

Retrieved from "http://ballotpedia.org/wiki/index.php/Oklahoma_Property_Tax_Amendment_(2012)"
Categories: Oklahoma 2012 ballot measures, certified | Taxes, Oklahoma | Certified, taxes, 2012 | Referred
amendment certified for the 2012 ballot

This page was last modified on 2 August 2011, at 14:30.
Content is available under GNU Free Documentation License 1.2.


